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party and I beg you to come.'* He handed his card to Hsi-mSn
Ch'ing. Hsi-m6n looked at it.
"You should not take so much trouble/' he said. "I shall
be free to-morrow and I will come as soon as I get back from
the office." Han Tao-kuo went away. The next morning, he
sent Hu Hsiu to buy food and engaged a cook. He sent a
sedan-chair for IVUss ShSn. His wife and the maids prepared-
some excellent tea and waited for Hsi-mSn Ch'ing.
In the afternoon, Ch'in T'ung brought a jar of grape wine
and, later, Hsi-mdn Ch'ing came in a sedan-chair, followed
by Tai An and Wang Chingr He was wearing a chung eking
hat, a black silk gown, and black shoes with white soles.
Han Tao-kuo welcomed him and thanked him for the wine.
Hsi-m£n sat down on a chair which was set by itself in the
place of honour. Porphyry, in a dainty dress, came and kotowed
four times to him. Then she went out to see about the tea,
Wang Ching brought it and Han Tao-kuo offered a cup to
Hsi-mSn; then he sat down and took a cup himself. When
they had drunk their tea Wang Ching took the cups away.
"Both when I have beien here and when I have been away,"
Han Tao-kuo said, "you have been very kind to me and my
wife. I find it hard to express my gratitude. The other day,
when your son died, I was not at home, and, unfortunately,
my wife had a very bad cold and could not call to offer our
sympathy. We have ventured to invite you to-day, partly in
the hope of making you merry and partly as a sign of our
sincere sympathy."
"You are both very kind," Hsi-m£n Ch'ing said.
Porphyry came and sat with them, "Have you told his
Lordship?" she asked her husband.
"Not yet," he said.
"What is that?" Hsi-m6n Ch'ing said.
"He was going to ask two singing-girls to come, but I
thought they might be in the way and I wouldn't let him send
for them. We know a young lady who often visits my neigh-
bour Lo, a certain Miss Sh&n. She knows all the latest songs.
The other day, when I was at your house, I saw Miss Yti.
She sings well, but not so well as Miss ShSn. I have asked
Miss ShSn to come and sing for you. If you like her singing,
you may think fit to get her to sing for your ladies."

